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“Library Revenues for Essential 
Services,” will be the subject of a 
trustees’ discussion at which Mr. Gal- 
lagher will preside. No papers will be 
read, as it is hoped to keep discussion 
informal, but the following aspects of 
the subject are proposed by Mr. Gal- 
lagher for consideration : 

1. Essential need of library ser- 
vice under present conditions. 


2. Our responsibility as trustees in 
maintaining revenues for these essen- 
tial services. 

3. How can libraries profit by citi- 
_ zens’ committees, taxpayers’ leagues 
and organizations working for reduc- 
tion of public expenditures ? 

4, Facts and figures which will aid 
in arousing public opinion in establish- 
ing the library’s claim to support at 
this time. 
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In the evening a dinner is planned, 
to which not only trustees but other 
influential citizens, including represen- 
tatives of national organizations, are 
invited. The dinner will be informal 
and inexpensive as befits the times, and 
will afford opportunity for trustees to 
meet one another and to hear an able 
speaker. 


Trustees attending these meetings 
will also be welcomed at an open 
Council session in the morning, at 
which “Popular Government, Social 
Welfare and Libraries” will be dis- 
cussed. 


Information about reduced travel 
rates and hotel accommodations as 
well as a printed program will be sent 
any trustee who requests it of the 
American Library Association, 520 
North Michigan Avenue, Chicago. 


AN IMPORTANT DISCOVERY 


A librarian, asked to speak recently 
at a district library meeting on “The 
Challenge of the at first 
demurred but finally yielded to the re- 
quest. He said, in preparing his talk, 
that he had made an important dis- 
covery about the A. L. A. never fully 
realized before. We quote from his 
speech : 

“The important discovery was this: 
the remarkable ability of the American 
Library Association to meet quickly 
and effectively the challenge of a na- 
tional crisis. 

“The world’s greatest depression be- 
gan in October, 1929. With the ex- 
ception of a few libraries such as the 
public libraries of Chicago, Grand 
Rapids, Detroit and Toledo, libraries 
and librarians generally did not give 
serious attention to the needs of a fi- 
nancially distressed public until the 
late months of 1931. 

“On November 8, 1931, at Forest 
Hills, Long Island, the A. L. A. Ex- 
ecutive Board and eleven other spe- 
cially invited library leaders discussed 
together for the entire day, the prob- 


lems and opportunities which confront 
libraries in a period of economic de- 
pression. 


“These librarians decided that some- 
thing should be done; that some con- 
certed action should be undertaken; 
that libraries had something of definite 
and positive value to offer the Ameri- 
can public in maintaining personal and 
national morale; that the A.L.A. 
headquarters should become a clear- 
ing house of ways and means by which 
libraries should meet the challenge of 
the day. 


“That was a call to arms. As the 
newspapers and magazines of America 
constitute the Voice of America, the 
American Library Association through 
its officers, boards, committees and 
publications constitutes the Voice of 
American Librarianship. The No- 
vember, 1931 Booklist contained a 
ringing statement by the A. L. A. 
Secretary, Carl H. Milam, urging li- 
brarians ‘to promote intelligent think- 
ing on current questions.’ This ap- 
peal closed with a splendid selection 
of books on unemployment. 
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“The December issues of the Book- 
list, the Bulletin of the A. L.A., the 
Library Journal, the Wilson Bulletin, 
and the Wisconsin Library Bulletin 
contained one or more articles on the 
subject prepared directly by the A. L. 
A. Staff or by outstanding A. L. A. 
members. Since then professional li- 
brary periodicals, state, sectional, and 
national library conferences have de- 
voted much time and thought to the 
subject. 

“Every Booklist of 1932, from Jan- 
uary to May inclusive; likewise the 
Bulletin of the A.L.A., contains one 
or more articles or pertinent lists of 
books on the subject of the library in 
time of depression. The Reading with 
a Purpose Series appropriately issued 
a course of reading on ‘Unemploy- 
ment.’ Two notworthy lists of books 
entitled, ‘For Thinking America.’ 
have been published by the A. L.A. 
Letters and outlines have been sent to 
state agencies and inquiring librarians. 
The United States Daily, the Journal 
of The National Education Associa- 
tion, the Woman’s Home Companion, 
the American Scholar, Kiwanis Maga- 
zine, the Literary Digest, Holland’s 
Magazine, School and Society, the As- 
sociated Press, have all published A. 
L. A. releases. 

“The A. L. A. Council itself meeting 
at New Haven in June, 1931, at Chi- 
cago in December, 1931, and at New 
Orleans in April, 1932, passed resolu- 
tions which called attention to in- 
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creased demands made for library ser- 
vice in times of economic depression 
and urging governors, legislatures and 
public officials of counties, cities and 
towns to allow no reduction of appro- 
priation for books and service, but to 
maintain the libraries of the country 
in their full efficiency in their effort to 
uphold public morale. 


“Until today, only a few months af- 
ter the decision of the A. L. A. leaders 
to throw the weight of their Associa- 
tion into the struggle to down Old 
Man Depression, there is a nation-wide 
hook-up between public, business, col- 
lege, university libraries and the A. L. 
A. headquarters in a united drive to 
meet effectively the challenge of the 
times. 


“T, for one, had never before fully 
realized the great value of the A. L. A. 
as a means for quick action in event of 
a national professional emergency. If 
for no other reason, the A. L. A. de- 
serves the personal membership of 
every paid professional library 
worker.” 


This is only one phase of the work 
of the A. L. A. Its activities are as 
varied as are the professional inter- 
ests of its members. Every library 
trustee, every library worker and every 
library itself shares in the benefits of 
the Association’s work. In return the 
Association needs the membership of 
every trustee, every library and every 
paid professional library worker. 
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PUTNAM COUNTY DEMONSTRATION 


The Library Extension Division is 
putting on a county library demonstra- 
tion in Putnam -County. The county 
is north of the central part of the state. 
It.is an agricultural county and has no 
large dominating city, though it has 
six definite community centers. There 
is a well organized school system. The 
county superintendent of schools and 
all the school principals are interested 
in books and libraries. 


The women are organized into two 
P. T. A. groups, two Women’s Clubs 
and four Home Bureau units. The 
Home Adviser for the Home Bureau 
units is shared with the units of Mar- 
shall County. 


Mrs. George Mathis, an enthusiastic 
Home Bureau worker, is a member of 
the Library Extension Committee of 
the Illinois Home Bureau Federation. 
Because of her own enthusiasm for 
libraries, Mrs. Mathis was able to in- 
terest others in the county. For them 
she presented a request to the Library 
Extension Division for a demonstra- 
tion. This request coming from the 
county was the primary factor in se- 
lecting Putnam County for the experi- 
ment. 


A citizens’ meeting was held at Mag- 
nolia October 10. Altho it had rained 
all day, 75 men and women, repre- 
senting all parts of the county, gath- 
ered at the high school. 


The plan presented to them was that 
the Library Extension Division should 
loan to the county 2500 volumes. Half 
of them were to be selected from the 
library of the Library Extension Di- 
vision. Because of the extra library 
demands on the library for loans 
throughout the state, the other half 
of the loan to Putnam County were to 
be purchased. All books were to be 
selected with the special interests of 
the county in mind. 

In addition to the book loan, the Li- 
brary Extension Division was to loan 
its Field Visitor to organize the County 
Library System and thereafter for 


one week out of each month for gen- 
eral supervisory work. 


Putnam County’s share of expenses 
would include transportation of all 
books from Springfield to the county 
and all transportation of books and 
the Field Visitor within the county. 
The county should also be responsible 
for the location and any expense con- 
nected with the distributing centers, 
and for the local assistants in charge 
of them. 


A collection of books would be 
placed in each of the six community 
centers and in the schools of the thirty 
districts, Granville serving as the cen- 
tral distributing station. 


It was stated that the demonstra- 
tion should be given a fair trial and 
should extend over one, two or three 
years, with the definite purpose in mind 
that at the end of one of these periods 
the county would authorize an election 
to vote on a tax levy for a permanent 
support of the county library. 


Those present voted to accept the 
proposition and at once appointed a 


committee to serve as a county library 
board: 


Mrs. George Mathis, Swaney, presi- 
dent. 

Wade Eberly, Hennepin, vice presi- 
dent. 

Bess Davidson, Magnolia, secretary- 
treasurer. 

Julius Hanson, Granville. 

Louis McNabb, McNabb. 

L. M. Butler, Putnam. 

Everyone has professed the great- 
est enthusiasm for the experiment. 
The newspapers have cooperated in 
giving publicity. 

The locations for the libraries in the 
different centers have been selected 
and the local assistants appointed. The 
books have been shipped and the 
county system is in process of organi- 
zation. 

As soon as it is in operation, all state 
organizations, especially those that are 
auxiliary members of the State Wide 
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Library Extension Committee of the 
Illinois Library Association, will be 
asked to watch the demonstration and 
to cooperate by soliciting the interest 
of their representatives in Putnam 
County. 

So large a loan of books placed in 
one county will necessitate some cur- 
tailment of the loan collections made 
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to schools and small communities. The 
loans of books on special subjects or 
for special work of patrons will be 
loaned to the public libraries as has 
always been done. Also all loans di- 
rect to individuals and study clubs 
where there are no libraries will be 
taken care of as usual by the Library 
Extension Division. 


SOCIAL WELFARE CONFERENCES 


A series of Regional Social Welfare 
Conferences for the state were ar- 
ranged by R. E. Hieronymus for Oc- 
tober and November. To these con- 
ferences the Illinois Library Associa- 
tion and the Library Extension Divi- 
sion were invited to send speakers. 
The themes of the talks were to be on 
the relation of the library to social 
welfare, and the part a library system 
can take in a county organization. 

Mrs. Blanche Buhlig, publicity rep- 
resentative for the Illinois Library 
Association, and Hallie Warner, field 
visitor of the Library Extension Divi- 
sion, were the library speakers at the 
first three conferences at Lawrence- 
ville, Mt. Vernon and East St. Louis. 
At Galesburg, Luther Robinson, Sec- 
retary of the Warren County Library 
was the speaker. Mr. Robinson spoke 
on the organization and administration 
of the Warren County Library, ex- 
plaining the operation of the main li- 
brary and the various branches and 
stations. He stressed the library as 
an instrument of adult and juvenile 
education; as an instrument of social 
betterment in the various towns and 
rural communities by its encourage- 
ment of the reading habit, a taste 
for ideas and ideals constructive in 
the lives of men, women and children 
to relieve the drabness of physical rou- 
tine as well as to kindle hope and in- 
formation and aspiration in ways 
which reading alone can afford. He 
brought out the special service which 
the little libraries in the country have 
as a means of abating the tension of 
economic depression. Mr. Robinson’s 
talk was followed by brisk questions 
and answers concerning the library. 


At the Geneva Conference, two or 
three dozen organized groups were 
represented by over 100 people. Mrs. 
Paul G. Burt, trustee of the public li- 
brary, Hinsdale, was the library 
speaker. She talked on “The Library 
as a Social Agency,” emphasizing the 
extra demands being made on libraries 
because of the unusual conditions now 
prevailing. She said “It takes all the 
ingenuity and_ resourcefulness of 
skilled librarians to meet the situation. 
Never was there such need for the 
trained librarian, the one who knows 
how to get the most book value for 
the money and adapt it intelligently to 
the needs of the community. It seems 
wisest economy to put the spending of 
any public money into the hands of 
those who, by training and experience, 
know how to get full value, and li- 
brarians are no exception”. Mrs. Burt 
also pointed out the vast field in IIli- 
nois from which is lacking all possi- 
bility of moral, civic and cultural ad- 
vancement which can come through 
books, and competent information. 
She spoke of the advantages of a 
county library financed by a tax levy. 
“Right now the tax situation in this 
state is so acute that even to men- 
tion an item requiring a tax, be it ever 
so small, is in questionable taste. It 
will not always be so. It is possible 
that the small library tax might be 
balanced in the county budget by econ- 
omy elsewhere. New ways to oper- 
ate county government at a lower cost 
are in order. They will be hastened 
considerably when the taxpayers insist 
on having all their tax monies spent 
efficiently and for such items as con- 
tribute most for the benefit of all’. 
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BELLWOOD AND OAK PARK CONTRACT 


The Bellwood board of library di- 
rectors has entered into a _ contract 
with the Oak Park Public Library for 
library service. 

This is the fifth contract to be made 
between libraries since the amendment 
of the library law, permitting this 
agreement, has been passed. 


A copy of the contract follows: 


Tuis AGREEMENT, made and con- 
cluded at Oak Park, Illinois this 19th 
day of August, A. D. 1932, by and 
between the BeLLwoop Pustic 
BRARY, of the Village of Bellwood, 
Cook County, Illinois, party of the 
first part, and the OAK ParK PuBLIC 
Lrprary, of the Village of Oak Park, 
Cook County, Illinois, party of the sec- 
ond part, WITNESSETH : 

That said party of the first part is 
desirous of establishing, operating and 
maintaining a public library in the Vil- 
lage of Bellwood, Cook County, Illi- 
nois; and 

WHEREAS, in order to enjoy the 
maximum efficiency in the operation of 
such a library, to preserve as far as 
possible the independence of its Board 
of Trustees, to secure for it as many 
as possible of the advantages that come 
from being affiliated with a large and 
fully organized library, with a staff 
expert in different fields, and to bene- 
fit from the economies due to large 
purchases and quantity handling ; 

THEREFORE, in consideration of the 
promises and agreements hereinafter 
set forth between said parties, and the 
money consideration hereinafter stipu- 
lated to be paid to the party of the 
second part by the party of the first 
part, 

It 1s MUTUALLY AGREED by and be- 
tween the parties hereto, upon the con- 
siderations aforesaid, as follows: 

First: The title to all property 
purchased by the Bellwood Public Li- 
brary, from its funds, and of all gifts 
and bequests made to it, shall be in the 
name of the Board of Trustees of the 
Bellwood Public Library. 


Second: All income accruing to said 
Bellwood Public Library, not only that 
from taxes, but also that from fines 
and other incidental sources, shall be 
its property. 

Third: The librarian and staff of 
the library shall be appointed by the 
Board of the Bellwood Public Library 
on the nomination of the librarian of 
the Oak Park Public Library. 

Fourth: Salaries, expenditures for 
transportation, repairs, binding, equip- 
ment, etc.,.are to be made only on 
prior authorization of the Bellwood 
Public Library Board, and to be paid 
for by checks drawn on its funds, 
signed by its President and Secretary. 
Such expenditures shall be made, 
however, under the general supervision 
and direction of the librarian of the 
Oak Park Public Library, who shall 
be the directing librarian of the Bell- 
wood Public Library and shall serve 
without compensation. 

It shall be agreed that the salary of 
the librarian furnished by the Oak 
Park Public Library shall not exceed 
Seven Hundred Twenty Dollars 
($720.00) a year, payable at the rate 
of Sixty Dollars ($60.00) per month. 
It is also stipulated that the hours shall 
not exceed fifteen and one-half (15%) 
hours per week, to-wit: Monday, 
2-5 :30, 6:30-9; Wednesday, 2-5:30; 
Friday, 2-5:30, 6:30-9. This remun- 
eration shall include the services which 
are necessary at the Oak Park Public 
Library. In the event that additional 
hours may be deemed necessary an 
amendment to these rules may be made 
by mutual agreement between the Oak 
Park Library Board and the Bellwood 
Library Board. 

Fifth: Books may be ordered on 
request of the librarian of the Bell- 
wood Public Library through the Or- 
der Department of the Oak Park Pub- 
lic Library, securing the same dis- 
counts and other advantageous terms 
and benefits. Bills for these books 
will be paid by the Bellwood Public Li- 
brary. 
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Sixth: Supplies, if not bought by 
the Bellwood Public Library direct, 
will, on order of the librarian of the 
Bellwood Public Library, be advanced 
by the Oak Park Public Library, 
which shall be reimbursed on presen- 
tation of its bill. 


Seventh: New books shall be clas- 
sified, cataloged and made ready for 
the shelves of the Bellwood Public 
Library by the librarian of the Oak 
Park Public Library. 

Eighth: The residents of the Vil- 
lage of Bellwood shall also enjoy all 
the library privileges granted by the 
Oak Park Public Library to the resi- 
dents of the Village of Oak Park. 
Bellwood residents shall have not only 
free use of the reference and reading 
rooms of the Oak Park Public Li- 
brary, but their Bellwood borrower’s 
cards will entitle them to borrow books 
from the Oak Park Public Library. 


Ninth: The Oak Park Public Li- 
brary hereby agrees to loan to the 
Bellwood Public Library one thousand 
(1,000) available books belonging to 
the Oak Park Public Library, such 
books to be deposited in the Bellwood 
Public Library, at the rate of Five 
Hundred Dollars ($500.00) per year. 


Such volumes may be requested by 
the Bellwood Public Library as it may 
desire, and, subject to the ability of 
the Oak Park Public Library to pro- 
vide specific books at the times request- 
ed without injury to the service of the 
Oak Park Public Library to the peo- 
ple of Oak Park, such specific books 
will be supplied, it being understood 
and agreed that the Oak Park Public 
Library shall have the right to deter- 
mine whether or not it is able to pro- 
vide such specific volumes. 

And it is further understood and 
agreed that the Oak Park Public Li- 
brary shall not be under any obliga- 
tion to purchase new volumes for the 
use of the Bellwood Public Library. 

And it is further understood that in 
the event that the said Bellwood Public 
Library does not use one thousand 
(1,000) volumes per year, it shall 
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nevertheless be under the obligation 
to pay the said sum of Five Hundred 
Dollars ($500.00) herein provided. 

It is the intent of the parties hereto 
that the volumes so loaned to the Bell- 
wood Public Library shall be changed 
as frequently within the year as the 
Bellwood librarian may deem neces- 
sary. 

Tenth: The sum of Five Hundred 
Dollars ($500.00) to be paid by the 
said Bellwood Public Library as here- 
in provided shall be paid in quarterly 
installments of One Hundred Twenty- 
five Dollars ($125.00) each, commenc- 
ing at the time of the execution of this 
agreement, and a like installment quar- 
terly thereafter; said sum of Five 
Hundred Dollars ($500.00) to be in 
full compensation for the loan of such 
books, to the Bellwood Public Library 
herein set forth, and the extension of 
service to the residents of the Village 
of Bellwood and the use of the Oak 
Park Public Library. 

Eleventh: The Bellwood Public 
Library shall be responsible for loss 
of or damage to any property of the 
Oak Park Public Library in the cus- 
tody of the Bellwood Public Library 
or its agents, such amount to be ad- 
justed by a committee from the two 
library boards. 

Twelfth: The transportation of 
books between the Oak Park Public 
Library and the Bellwood Public Li- 
brary shall be provided by the Bell- 
wood Public Library. 

Thirteenth: This agreement may 
be terminated at the option of either 
the Board of Trustees of the Bellwood 
Public Library or that of the Oak 
Park Public Library, provided at 
least six (6) months’ prior notice is 
given. 

If payments are not made as pro- 
vided in this agreement, then the party 
of the second part may at its option 
terminate this agreement. 

If agreed to by both Boards, this 
contract may be terminated or amend- 
ed at any time, for the promotion of 
the best interests of the residents of 
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the Village of Bellwood and the resi- 
dents of the Village of Oak Park. 


In Witness WHEREOF, the said 
Bellwood Public Library has caused 
this instrument to be executed by the 
duly authorized officers of its Board 
of Trustees, and the said Oak Park 
Public Library has caused this instru- 
ment to be executed by its President 
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and Secretary, the day and year first 
above written. 


BELLWoop Pusiic LIBRARY 


Attest: IRENE Markus, Secretary. 
By A. Gee, President. 


OakK ParK Pustic LIBRARY 


Attest: A. T. Sears, Acting Secy. 
By F. L. Simmons, President. 


SUBSCRIBE TO POETRY 


Librarians are urged not to allow 
their subscriptions to Poetry to lapse. 
Those who are not already taking it 
should become subscribers to what crit- 
ics and poets pronounce the most 
original and important poetry maga- 
zine in America, one which outranks 
any other in its service to poetry as a 
living and growing art. 

Poetry (232 E. Erie St., Chicago) 
has for sale a surplus of back num- 
bers dating from 1927. Twenty of 
these will be sent postpaid to any ad- 
dress for $1.00, the selection to be 


made by the publishers from recent or 
older numbers according to the pur- 
chaser’s preference. Or, for $1.00, 
the purchaser may have 10 back num- 
bers of his own selection, provided the 
numbers are not too scarce. 

Complete bound volumes of Poetry, 
comprising the best verse since Octo- 
ber, 1912, and including first editions 
of many famous poems, are also avail- 
able at the following prices: 


Volumes 8-20, each............ 3.00 
Later volumes, each........... 2.50 


“THE BATTLE OF THE BOOKS” 


By AMY W. HOUGHTON, Librarian, Public Library, Galva 


A long time ago that title was used. 
Today we use it again. It fits our 
case. 

Our library notes in The Galva 
News of August 4, 1932, attracted 
the attention of those who thought that 
our experiences might be of interest 
to others who are battling for the 
books. We used the New Orleans 
resolutions “The Library in time of 
Depression” one week and followed it 
by “Our Library in time of Depres- 
sion.” 


We quote: 


“Our fiscal year began April Ist. 
At that time a very complete statement 
of library affairs was printed in The 
News, but many people dislike statis- 
tics and seldom read them. We feel 
to sympathize, perhaps a few facts 
instead of figures will be of interest. 


“In June, 1931, we first felt the de- 
pression in the library. Instead of 
less business we had more. June is 
usually a dull month, but June, ’31, 
proved exceptional with the phenome- 
nal gain of seven hundred, in circula- 
tion of books and magazines, over 
June, ’30. July and August, ’31, made 
equally big gains and from October 
until the end of the fiscal year, we 
averaged a gain of over a thousand a 
month. Twenty-three rural schools 
were served. The non-residents pay- 
ing a fee. So much to the good. 


“Now the other side of the picture 
must be presented. 


“The Board had asked for taxes 
barely sufficient for running the 


library with economical management. 
The re-assessment of property valua- 
tion cut the amount we expected to 
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receive by nearly a thousand dollars. 
There was a further cut on account of 
delinquent taxes and the climax was 
reached when the bank failure tied up 
all our available funds. 


“The Board then conferred with 
Mr. Wigren, of the First National 
bank, and had a joint meeting with 
the City Council and it was decided 
to issue anticipation warrants, for sal- 
aries only, on taxes already levied and 
to ask our creditors to carry us for 
our necessary expenditures until more 
taxes came in. This plan was carried 
out with very good success and on 
June 1st, the library was entirely out 
of debt, all of the warrants and all of 
the outstanding bills being cleared up. 


“We are again issuing warrants at 
the rate of $180 per month, which sum 
covers the salaries of the librarian, 
assistant librarian and janitor. The 
fine money takes care of the expenses 
during the summer months. In Sep- 
tember we will have some more tax 
money and will be able to clean up 
again. We will be obliged to depend 
on the warrants during the coming 
winter and to run our bills the same 
as last year, but we will gradually 
work our way out and get back to a 
normal footing. 

“Last year 45,000 books and maga- 
zines were circulated and the four 
months, April, May, June and July of 
this year, show a decided gain over 
our banner year. 

“We thank the friends and patrons 
of the Galva Public library for their 
loyal support in our time of need. 
Without it we could not carry on; 
with it we shall surely win through to 
better days.” 

Our hopes for more taxes in Sep- 
tember were realized and we are now 
out of debt and hope to remain so for 
a short time. We will have to resort 
to tax warrants for the winter months, 
the bank allowing us an extra $15 a 
month for books. 

We are coming along splendidly 
and, barring the unexpected we will 
win our “Battle of the Books” and 
overcome our losses within two years. 
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We have received the best sort of co- 
operation from our people. The City 
Council and the First National Bank 
enabled us to use the warrants. The 
Woman’s Club and Y. W. C. A. have 
given us money for new books. Our 
magazines which we were obliged to 
discontinue, have been replaced in 
large measure by gift subscriptions. 
Money for the purchase of new books 
has been given us in small amounts— 
no one has large ones. New and cur- 
rent books have been given us in con- 
siderable numbers. 

When there was a rumor afloat that 
the library might be closed for a while, 
the Rotarians voted unanimously that 
an appeal be made to the Library 
Board that the library work be con- 
tinued as usual, and promised their 
support. This set of resolutions was 
signed by the Vice-President of the 
First National Bank and the publisher 
of the Galva News, Resolutions Com- 
mittee : 

WHEREAS, It is rumored that certain 
members of the Galva Public Library 
Board are advocating the closing of 
the Library by reason of the present 
financial conditions, and 


Wuereas, During the present de- 
pression a very much larger number 
of our citizens are using the library 
than during normal times, the present 
circulation being far greater than ever 
before, and 

Wuereas, The Library is practical- 
ly out of debt, has $1800 on deposit 
in one of the closed banks, a substan- 
tial portion of which may be reason- 
ably expected to be realized, in addi- 
tion to which sufficient taxes will be 
available for maintenance, and 


Wuereas, The remaining local bank 
has signified its willingness to finance 
the operation of the library by cash- 
ing its tax anticipation warrants as it 
did during the period from Oct., 31, 
to April, ’32, all of which warrants 
have been paid ; therefore be it 


Resolved, That the Galva Rotary 
Club believes it is expedient and to 
the best interest of the citizens of our 
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city, township and vicinity that the 
library continues to function as it has 
ever since it was established and that 
the Library Board be urged to effect 
this end; be it further 
Resolved, That this resolution be 

forwarded to the Galva Public Library 
Board. 

V. A. WIGREN 

Joun NowWLan 


Resolutions Committee 
In order to save the Story Teller’s 


pay a number of young women have 
volunteered to take care of the Story 


[October, 1932 


Hour, through this year. All of the 
volunteers have had college training 
in this work. 

The Woman’s Club has always 
stood by the library since they first 
took up the matter of a public library 
for Galva, with Andrew Carnegie, a 
quarter of a century ago. 

Our publicity has been admirably 
and consistently maintained by the 
Galva News. 

We are winning the “Battle of the 
Books”. They are justifying them- 
selves as never before as an integral 
part of our Community life. 


BOOK WEEK 


Book Week, in the fourteen years 
since it was instituted, has become a 
universal custom. During that week 
all Illinois librarians make an especial 
effort to stimulate the habit of reading 
good books. 

The theme of this year’s Book 
Week—from November 13th to 19th 
—in contrast to last year’s Round the 
World theme, was Books for Young 
America. In “Young America’s Book 
Parade” were exhibited in all libraries 
those books which tell of the indus- 
trial, geographical, political, cultural 
and spiritual growth of our country. 
It has been the aim to develop through 
reading a patriotism founded upon 
knowledge of the past, a true feeling 
for what “The American Dream” has 
meant to the world, and an intelligent 
interpretation of the rapidly changing 
world of today. 

Many and varied projects have been 
sponsored by the librarians of the state 
_ in observance of Book Week. They 
have put on plays and displays, puppet 
shows and special story-hours, demon- 
strations to show the proper care of 
books, and lectures on books in the 
public schools. 

Since the one hundredth anniver- 
sary of the birth of Louisa M. Alcott 
occurred in November, Little Women 
has been prominent in the majority of 
book displays. In many libraries dolls 
have been dressed to represent the 


characters of the story, and in many 
others the book, or a part of it, has 
been dramatized. 

The Withers Public Library of 
Bloomington presented a panorama of 
American history in posters, books 
upon the same period being displayed 
upon a table beneath each poster. A 
similar idea was carried out by the 
Dwight library which combined post- 
ers of periods with models of famous 
objects of those periods, such as 
Columbus’s ship, or a covered wagon 
to illustrate the westward trend. There 
were mementos, too—a little red trunk 
brought to a child by her father when 
he was an officer in the Civil War; an 
old book published in 1807, on the life 
of John Wesley, shown in connection 
with the religious development of the 
country. 

The Evanston libraries carried out 
the poster idea in the form of a con- 
test exhibiting about 70 posters repre- 
senting well known books, and asking 
contestants to identify these pictures 
from books they had read. A prize 
was awarded to the best list submitted 
from each grade in the city. 

The Marion Carnegie Library dis- 
played posters showing how a book is 
made. Hugh Lofting’s Gub Gub’s 
Book was shown from the original 
manuscript through all the stages of 
printing, illustrating and making of 
the cover. 
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A novel and instructive display in 
the library at Whitehall was a map of 
the United States, with a streamer 
from each state leading to the books 
which had used that state for histori- 
cal background. The Decatur library 
also used the map of the United States 
as a foundation for its project. Illus- 
trations from 100 books were placed 
in the states in which the books had 
their settings. A large map of Illi- 
nois also was dotted with illustrations 
from books written about this state, 
each in its proper location on the map. 

In several cities libraries exhibited 
antiques significant of periods of 
American history. Children under 
certain librarians modeled soap images 
of characters or settings from books, 
or dressed dolls to represent some 

hase of American life of which they 
ad read. In Austin a little house 
was built of jackets of books. A re- 
production of the old fort at Ottawa 
made by children in connection with 
Book Week in Marseilles attracted 
much attention. 

In a Hillsboro contest, a book was 
given by the library as a prize to the 
child who named correctly the most 
titles from the pictures taken from 16 
of the 30 Wee Books for Wee Folks. 

The Chester library presented very 
interesting displays made by high 
school students of history. These dis- 
plays included, among other things, 
replicas of hundred-year-old houses 
and churches of the Mississippi Val- 
ley, and the showing of Colonial life 
with old southern mansion, log cabins, 
block houses, candle-making, weaving, 
and other primitive American activi- 
ties. 

The children’s librarian of Aurora 
supervised the displays in down-town 
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windows of such commendable ex- 
hibits as a replica of Old Salem with 
two log cabins, a prairie schooner and 
a well sweep. 


The Forest Park Public Library 
displayed books suitable for “A Boy’s 
Bookshelf”, “A Library for a Girl’s 
Room”, and “Books to Grow On”. 


During Book Week the public 
schools at Riverside contributed books 
to an exhibit in a dry-goods store for 
the purpose of familiarizing parents 
= suitable books for Christmas 
gifts. 


The library of Prophetstown de- 
voted Book Week to an exhibit of 
books dealing with local history, to 
local interesting old documents, relics, 
and antiques. 


Appropriately to the times, the 
Princeton library exploited, among 
other books, one on the depression— 
Henry Ansley’s Why I Like the De- 
pression. Quite as timely was Donald 
Woodward’s Primer of Money. 


The LaGrange library emphasized 
children’s books priced at one dollar 
or less, among them such excellent ones 
as Just So Stories, and an edition of 
Little Black Sambo superior to the 
more highly decorated ones. And at 
Momence, through the courtesy of 
Marshall Field and Company’s book 
department, and other dealers, a great 
variety of carefully selected children’s 
books was on sale at moderate prices. 


The Illinois Library Extension Di- 
vision will be glad to furnish to any- 
one who cares to write for them lists 
of good books compiled in The Book 
Shelf for Boys and Girls and in Chil- 
dren’s Books for the Home and School 
Library. 


COUNTY FAIR LIBRARY EXHIBIT 
By MABEL WILLITS, Librarian, Mercer Township Library, Aledo 


Through the influence of a Mercer 
Township library board member and 
the interest of a County Fair official 
the space for our exhibit was donated 
tous. The booth given to the Library 


was conspicuously located in one of 
the central Fair buildings. 

One side of our display was devoted 
to children’s books and the other side 
was intended to stimulate interest in 
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the adult reader. In the background 
we had a large sign reading “Join the 
Mercer Township Free Public Library 
and Help it Grow”. Beneath this we 
tacked the colorful N. E. A. posters. 
An abundance of book jackets gave a 
spectacular effect to the display. 

New books for both younger and 
older boys and girls were shown. Also, 
twenty-five books selected by the A. 
L. A. and the N. E. A. as a “Shelf of 
Books for a One Room School” were 
on display. These twenty-five books 
were all new and attractive copies 
borrowed from the Library Extension 
Division. Teachers and parents from 
rural communities found this a par- 
ticularly interesting group. 

Nearly all of the adult books on dis- 
play were recently published volumes 


that had been ordered just before the 
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exhibit. | New bulletins, covering a 
selected list of books bought within 
the last year, were offered and hun- 
dreds were carried away. 


The interest that the display creat- 
ed was above all expectations. The 
local paper gave the topic a prominent 
place on the front page and the com- 
ments of those passing by the exhibit 
were favorable and interesting. State 
Fair attracted the most attention 
among the books of fiction while The 
Truth About Hoover and Government 
—Not Politics were the most popular 
of the non-fiction. Michael Who 
Missed His Train delighted everyone. 


We believe that this was a cheap 
and effective way of advertising and 
we plan to make a similar effort next 
year. 


VACATION READING 


The librarian of the Lincoln library 
at Springfield offered high school stu- 
dents a chance to get ahead in their 
studies during the summer without in- 
terfering with their vacation fun by 
distributing lists of required reading 
prepared by the instructor in English 
at the high school. 

The Peoria Vocational Guidance 
Clubs of the Peoria public library of- 
fered a very constructive plan by 
which the librarian aimed to acquaint 
young readers with the various voca- 
tions open to them, to study tastes and 
natural bents, thus to supply reading 
material suited to the need of the in- 
dividual in view of the profession to- 
ward which he seemed to lean. 

To stimulate summer reading the li- 
brarians of Wilmette and Berwyn con- 
ducted treasure hunts, the participants 
being divided into groups according to 
school age. By the Wilmette plan 
each group was furnished with clues 
to treasure hidden among the pages of 
150 books, fifty books for each of the 
three groups. Four girls read all the 
books on each list. In Berwyn the 
object of the contest was to find ten 
titles in each of the six chapters of 


stories which were published weekly 
in the newspapers and posted in the 
library. Completion of the contest 
required the reading of five of the 
hidden titles. 

The Rockford public libraries of- 
fered passports—replicas of the ones 
used internationally—to readers who 
completed a foreign summer reading 
quota. 

Through the Oak Park Public Li- 
brary Travel Clubs boys and girls 
visited the places of their hearts’ de- 
sire with a library card as passport 
and ticket. Letters were written giv- 
ing a description of the trips, and the 
closing meeting was held with mem- 
bers in costume of the lands they had 
visited. 

The Carthage public library issued 
diplomas to children in a younger 
group of The Children’s Vacation 
Reading Club who had read ten books, 
and to those in an older group who 
had read twelve books. 

The Nichols Library of Naperville 
offered to boys and girls who met the 
requirements “V. R. C.” certificates 
commemorative of the Washington 
Bi-Centennial. stars were 
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awarded for reading and writing a 
sketch of the life of George Washing- 
ton, red stars were given for travel 
books read, and blue stars for all 
others. 

The Maywood public library issued 
to each child, instead of passports or 
tickets, a slip of paper headed My 
Travel Shelf. |The child filled his 
shelf with outlines of books he had 
read, and upon a map of the world at- 
tached to the Shelf, indicated the 
places to which he had traveled in the 
books read. 


NEW LIBRARY AT ORION 


Dedicatory exercises were held Sep- 
tember 2, 1932, for Orion’s new $14,- 
000 public library. The opening of 
this fine building is the culmination of 
the faithful effort of many years on 
the part of the citizens of Western 
Township. 


History of the movement toward a 
library fund dates from a meeting of 
The Farmers’ Social Club in 1904. 
Since then funds have been raised 
gradually through private contribu- 
tions and through projects sponsored 
by the community. 


A gift of $5,000 from Mrs. Emily 
L. Hanna made possible the consum- 
mation of the movement. Mrs. 
Hanna’s late husband, Mr. Charles R. 
Hanna, trustee of the library for more 
than a score of years, bequeathed in 
his will 80 acres of land for library 
endowment purposes. 


Previous to the erection of the new 
building, the library quarters had been 
variously in the old opera house, in 
the state bank building, and in the 
house which occupied the present site. 
During this time the library has ac- 
quired about 7,000 volumes. 

The new building is of buff-colored 
brick with Bedford stone trimmings, 
and slate roof. The inside finish is 
of buff and sand plaster, the floor of 
tile, and the furniture of dark oak. 
The dimensions are 32 by 55 feet. The 
first story contains the reading, refer- 
ence and librarian’s rooms, and the 
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ground floor the heating plant, storage 
and directors’ room, and a large room 
to be equipped for children. 

The architect was Mr. W. H. 
Schulze, and the general contractor 
a George R. Rathbun, both of Mo- 
ine. 


GIFTS 


Alton. Jennie D. Hayner Li- 
brary. Mrs. Florence E. Haskell be- 
queathed to the library $50,000 to be 
added to the endowment fund. 

The library was founded by Mrs. 
Haskell’s father, John E. Hayner. 
Throughout Mrs. Haskell’s life she 
had made many generous financial 
gifts to the library. The library is 
financed entirely from an endowment 
and while it is a free library for the 
city of Alton, it receives no appropria- 
tion from taxes. 


Glen Ellyn. The Friends of the 
Library presented the library with a 
check for $710. The money was 
raised through the dollar contributions 
and the Library Tea. 


Knoxville. The different clubs of 
the city have contributed $77.35 as a 
donation to the public library. Repair 
of the roof and redecoration of the 
library have made a large draft on the 
usual library appropriation. 


Marion. The Woman’s Club con- 


tributed $25 to the book fund of the 
library. 


Neponset. By the will of Mrs. 
Laura E. Gould, the public library is 
to receive $2,000. The money is to 
be used for construction of a library 
building—A similar gift was made the 
library by Mr. Gould, who died a few 
years ago. 


Ottawa. The Reddick’s Library 
received $100 from a benefit card 
party given for the library by the A. 
A. U. W., of Ottawa. 


Riverside. The public library 
book fund was increased by $250, the 
gift of the Friends of the Library, and 
the Fortnightly Club. 
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Rock Island. Augustana College. 
The Carnegie Corporation has given 
$8,000 to the book fund of the Dink- 
man Memorial Library. $3,000 will 
be received during the present school 
year, $3,000 in 1933-34 and $2,000 in 
1934-35. 

The library has also received 5,000 
volumes from the late N. Forsander. 
The books were given with the pro- 
vision that they be kept intact. A 
room has been set aside for these 
books. 


Urbana. University of Illinois. 
John Philip Sousa, because of his 
friendship for A. A. Harding, the Di- 
rector of the University bands, be- 
queathed his entire library of more 
than 3,000 arrangements to the Uni- 
versity of Illinois. Two rooms in the 
library building have been set aside for 
the collection. The University already 
possesses a great music collection, built 
up by the director. This additional 
collection will give the Illini bands a 
practically unlimited supply of music. 


Western Springs. A number of 
benefits and card parties have been 
held in the city which netted the Ford 
Memorial Library $210. The money 
is to be paid for new books. 


PERSONALS 


Dr. Van Andrews of Cairo has con- 
tributed to Hobbies, a magazine for 
collectors, an interesting article on Pre- 
Historic Man in Southern Illinois. He 
writes of the Indian mounds, with 
their skeletons and pottery flints, 
spades, hoes and amulets, to be found 
in Alexander, Pulaski, Union, and 
other southern counties, and in west- 
tern Kentucky and southern Missouri. 


His subject matter touches upon 
lines of research similar to those of 
the Universities of Chicago and IIli- 
nois in their study of early Indian 
cultures through scientific excavation 
of Indian mounds, and whose princi- 
pal activities up to the present time 
have been near East St. Louis, Lewis- 
town and Galena. 
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Juanita Engstrand resigned as li- 
brarian of the Pekin Public Library 
to accept the position of librarian of 
the Haish Memorial Library at De- 
Kalb, September 12. 


Edith Ford has accepted a position 
as record librarian with the hospital 
at Jersey City, N. J. Miss Ford had 
been librarian at Minonk for the past 
15 years. She is succeeded by Ella 
Mossiman. 


Margaret Hager received the ap- 
pointment as librarian of the Public 
Library of Rushville, Indiana. Miss 
Hager had been librarian of the 
Charleston Public Library. 

Harriet Love has been appointed 
children’s librarian in charge of the 
new library recently installed in the 
training school at the Teachers’ Col- 
lege, Charleston. 


Miss Love is a graduate of Vassar 
College and of the Western Reserve 
Library School. 

Edith Moody has received the ap- 
pointment of assistant librarian at the 
Edward Hines Jr. Veterans’ Hospital, 
Hines, Illinois. Her position in the 
Reddick’s library, Ottawa will remain 
unfilled, owing to the financial condi- 
tions of the library, which demand 
strictest economy. 

I. O. Nothstein, librarian at Augus- 
tana College, Rock Island, is the 
author of a new book, Adventuring 
for Christ, in which he depicts the 
lives of 30 Lutheran Missionaries. 

John R. Patterson, chief of the bind- 
ery, and visual and lantern slide de- 
partments of the Chicago Public Li- 
brary has rounded out fifty years of 
service. Ata dinner with some of his 
fellow employees he says: “If I were 
a young man looking for my first job, 
I’d ask for nothing better than the 
one I got half a century ago. It isn’t 
a job for a man whose ambition is to 
acquire wealth, but I wouldn’t take a 
fortune in exchange for the pleasant 
associations my task has brought me.” 

Helene Rogers, librarian of the Main 
Street Branch of the Evanston Public 
Library, has used her leisure time for 


— = 
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the past two years in completing the 
course in Northern Illinois College of 
Optometry, Chicago. She has passed 
all the examinations, and should she 
take a six months’ internship, she 
would be permitted to practice opto- 
metry. Miss Rogers also collected and 
organized the professional library for 
the college. 

Clara Spratt has accepted the posi- 
tion as librarian of the high school at 
Robinson. Miss Spratt is a graduate 
of the University of Illinois and also 
of the University Library School. 

Louis Round Wilson has been ap- 
pointed dean of the graduate library 
school of the University of Chicago. 
Dr. Wilson comes to Chicago from 
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the University of North Carolina, 
where he had been librarian and pro- 
fessor of library administration. He 
was also first vice president of the 
A. L. A. 1930-31, and delegate to the 
British Library Association in 1931. 


Dr. Wilson is chairman of the Com- 
mittee arranging for the International 
Conference of Libraries in Chicago 
during the Century of Progress ex- 
position. 


Elizabeth Windsor has accepted the 
librarianship of the Charleston Public 
Library. Miss Windsor graduated 
from the University of Illinois in 1931 
and from the University Library 
School in 1932. 


IN MEMORIAM 


Mrs. Florence E. Haskell, patron 
and friend of the Jennie D. Hayner 
Library died at her home, 1211 Henry 
Street, Alton on November 2. 

The Jennie D. Hayner Library was 
founded, endowed, and given to the 
city of Alton by Mrs. Haskell’s father, 
Mr. John E. Hayner, as a memorial 
to his wife, Jennie D. Hayner. At his 
death, the library became his daugh- 
ter’s especial charge, and the original 
endowment has been added to many 
times by Mrs. Haskell as the city grew 
and there came increasing need for li- 
brary service. 

A patron and benefactress of many 
organizations, the library was ever 
closest to her heart, as was evidenced 
not only by her generous gifts, but by 
the giving of herself as well, her time 
and her unfailing interest. Up to the 
time of her death, and over a period 
of more than forty years, she was a 
member of the Board of Directors, for 
many years its president, resigning this 
office a few years ago on account of 
failing health. 

A gracious, gentle lady, beloved by 
all who knew her, the world is bet- 
ter for her having lived in it. 

At a meeting of the board of direc- 
tors of the library Tuesday, Novem- 


ber 8, the following resolutions were 
unanimously adopted: 

Whereas, we have lost from our 
number her who was chief among us, 
one who, following the example of 
her father, was mainly responsible for 
the maintenance of a free library in 
Alton, we, the members of the board 
of directors of this library resolve to 
express to the public our appreciation 
of the character and services of Mrs. 
W. A. Haskell, and to have entered 
in the minutes of the board, for the in- 
formation and inspiration of those who 
may succeed us in office, a brief rec- 
ord of her labors. 

The generosity of Mr. J. E. Hay- 
ner, Mrs. W. A. Haskell, and Mr. 
John Haskell gave to the city of Al- 
ton a permanent library building and 
has for many years maintained for the 
citizens of Alton a free library free 
from fees or taxation—truly a mag- 
nificent gift. But Mrs. Haskell, like 
her father, was not satisfied to give 
merely money ;she “gave herself with 
her gift,” contributing as freely of her 
time, her thought, and her service as 
of her means. Read this simple rec- 
ord: Member of the board of directors 
for 44 years, secretary of the board 
for ten years, president of the board 
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and chairman of the finance commit- 
tee for many years, her interest never 
flagged, her unobtrusive, self-effac- 
ing helpfulness never failed. Even 
when advancing years and ili-health 
compelled her to ask relief from some 
of the responsibility which she was 
carrying she retained her position as 
member of the board, and was never 
absent from a meeting except when 
ill or absent from the city. 

We, the members of the board, feel 
resting upon us a sacred obligation to 
carry on the work which Mrs. Has- 
kell has supported so effectively dur- 
ing these long years; but we feel, each 
of us, a sense of personal loss at the 
thought of meetings without the kind- 
ly presence to which we have been so 
long accustomed. We shall miss her 
cheery greeting, her soft-spoken de- 
cisions. We shall miss her generous 
words of commendation and apprecia- 
tion for every service, however slight, 
for every helpful suggestion. We 
shall miss the stimulus of her faith- 
ful attendance, her unflagging inter- 
est. But we shall endeavor to keep 
the library a worthy and lasting me- 
morial to the generosity and unselfish 
service of our dear leader and friend, 
Mrs. W. A. Haskell. 

The Dominy Memorial Public Li- 
brary of Fairbury was closed Tues- 
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day, November 2, 1932, due to the 
passing of Mrs. Dominy through 
whose generosity the library was 
built, equipped, and presented to the 
city. 

The news of the death of Mrs. 
Charles B. Hopper at her home in Tra- 
verse City, Michigan, came early in 
September to Glen Ellyn folk who 
had lived and worked with her in the 
old days of intimate village life. The 
Glen Ellyn library is particularly Mrs. 
Hopper’s debtor, the Carnegie build- 
ing having been secured largely 
through her efforts. She served on 
its board for many years, for thirteen 
of them as president. 

Miss Jennie Mitchell of Barry, IIli- 
nois, died November 12, 1932, as a 
result of an automobile accident. Miss 
Mitchell was one of the early direc- 
tors of the Barry Public Library, and 
always one of its most interested pa- 
trons. 

Funeral services for Miss Mahala 
Phelps, for forty-five years librarian 
at the Macomb public library, were 
held October 18, 1932. Miss Phelps 
was more than 87 years of age, and 
leaves a record for library service 
probably unequalled locally having 
been engaged for half a life-time in 
helping her community to the best in 
literature. 


LIBRARY NOTES 


Alton. The local Rotary Club is 
behind a movement to have the library 
open in the morning. The library 
hours are from one to nine P. M. 
Morning hours would give additional 
opportunity to the large group of un- 
employed in Alton. The extra library 
hours are a question of finance. The 
library receives no city tax appropria- 
tion, but depends entirely upon its en- 
dowment fund, which, with other 
sources, amounts to about $10,300, or 
about 34 cents per capita. Other cities 
in the state, with a population between 
20,000 and 30,000 are spending be- 
tween 62¢ and $1.02 per capita. 


The Alton Rotary Club is endeavor- 
ing to obtain subscriptions to a fund 
necessary to finance the additional 
hours for the library. 


Argo. Mr. Buckner, manager of 
the Corn Products Company, has con- 
tributed money to meet the binding 
bill of the public library. 


Atkinson. The public library has 
been fortunate in renting a building 
on the main street which has been re- 
cently vacated. The room has been 
remodeled and decorated for the li- 
brary. The new location is much more 
accessible to the general public. 
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Berwyn. The public library read- 
ing club for boys and girls was ac- 
tively engaged during the summer in 
planning a marionette theatre. The 
first puppet show was produced in Oc- 
tober, an adaptation of the story of 
Ameliar-Anne and the green um- 
brella. The boys and girls made the 
puppets and wrote the play. 


Bloomington. The Bloomington 
Art Association’s first exhibit of the 
season was held during October in the 
Russell gallery of the Withers Pub- 
lic Library. Many of the portraits 
and paintings were by local artists. 


Centralia. The legacy of Celia 
Miles, librarian for 27 years of the 
public library, has been used in con- 
verting one of the smaller rooms in 
the building into a staff room. The 
room has been adequately and appro- 
priately furnished. The directors feel 
that they have spent the money as 
Miss Miles would have wished. 


Carmi. The public library is one 
of the few in the state that has not 
suffered a cut in appropriations. In- 
stead, it has an increase of $200. This 
sum has enabled the board to add some 
very important reference books. Two 
new tiers of shelving and a display case 
for books are among other improve- 
ments. 

Chicago. Legler Branch. The 
Staff of the Legler Branch celebrated 
by open house on Sunday Afternoon, 
October 16, the Twelfth anniversary 
of the library. Pearl Field, the li- 
brarian, showed some moving pictures. 
Miss Field filmed the pictures while 
she was touring Mexico. 

Chicago. Pullman Branch. The 
Boys’ Reading Club meets at the li- 
brary every Wednesday at 4 P. M. 
and the Girls’ Reading Club meets 
every Thursday afternoon. There is 
also a George M. Pullman Stamp Club. 
At their meeting November 25, there 
is to be a stamp auction. 

Decatur. During a recent visit 
to Decatur, Judge Henry Horner, 
Governor elect of Illinois, took occa- 
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sion to spend some time in the public 
library looking over the Lincoln Col- 
lection. While there he recalled the 
day was the 70th anniversary of the 
signing of the Emancipation Procla- 
mation. 

The Sunday edition of the Herald- 
Review for November 20 devoted a 
full page of pictures of the different 
departments of the public library and 
comments of the various phases of the 
work, 


DeKalb. A number of recent 
changes have been made in the poli- 
cies of the public library. A rent col- 
lection of new books has been estab- 
lished for the benefit of the patrons 
who wish readier access to late publi- 
cations. The charge is three cents per 
day. Magazines other than the cur- 
rent issues will be loaned for home 
reading. Library service will be ex- 
tended to both the hospitals. 


With the assistance of the faculty 
of the Teachers College, arrangements 
have been made for a series of open 
forums which are to be held in the 
library assembly hall and open to the 
general public. 


East Moline. The directors have 
added two more hours to the daily 
opening hours of the library. The 
schedule is now from 12 to 8 p. m. 
continuously. 


Evanston. Northwestern Uni- 
versity. The new Deering Library is 
fast nearing completion. It is now 
planned to have the dedication services 
late in December. Gifts for the new 
library are being received daily from 
other states and from foreign coun- 
tries. France, Italy, Germany and 
England, Connecticut, California, New 
York, Pennsylvania and Virginia have 
all sent books. Many of the Evanston 
people have made contributions to the 
new library. 


Freeport. In addition to the hos- 
pital service, the library has extended 
its book loans to the Children’s Home 
and the Home for the Aged. 
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Four lovely marble statues repre- 
senting the seasons, Spring, Summer, 
Autumn and Winter have been placed 
in the grounds around the library. 
They are the gift of W. T. Rawleigh. 

Galesburg. Knox College. The 
Friends of Knox College has appoint- 
ed an Advisory Council with John H. 
Finley as honorary chairman and Wil- 
lard B. Dean as secretary. The Coun- 
cil represents graduates of the College 
located in geographical centers. 

Geneseo. The public library dis- 
played during Book Week books by 
14 Geneseo authors. 

Glencoe. The library directors 
are to resume the Sunday afternoon 
forums which enlisted so much inter- 
est last year in current economic, so- 
cial and political problems. 

Glen Ellyn. The library has re- 
cently purchased a painting, A Navajo 
Shepherd Boy by Ada Douglas Har- 
mon, a local artist. The painting 
hangs in the Reading Room. Miss 
Harmon has always been a great 
friend of the library and has con- 
tributed much to its success. Her 
largest gift was $500, the income from 
which goes for books for boys from 
14 to 20 years. 

Highland Park. The library staff 
has arranged for a series of six book 
talks to be given on Monday evenings 
—Books of the late summer and fall 
will be reviewed. 

Jacksonville. The boys and girls 
of the children’s room put on a puppet 
show each week during the summer. 
They have a perfect miniature theatre. 
It is complete from curtains to foot- 
lights, with a three way lighting switch 
which will provide white, red or blue 
lights. It also has the familiar wings 
and a few backdrops. 

Lake Bluff. The librarian of the 
public library has unusually fine co- 
operation from the local newspapers. 
Space is granted, not only for annotat- 
ed book lists but also for notes calling 
attention to topics of current interest 
and material to be found on them in 
the public library. 
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Lawrenceville. The demand on 
the library for books has exceeded the 
supply. The librarian has therefore 
installed a rent collection of newer 
titles. These will rent at two cents a 
day. 


Mason City. A recent bequest to 
the library has provided the directors 
with funds to install entirely new steel 
shelving and among their equipment 
new tables and chairs for the chil- 
dren’s section. 


Minonk. Harvey Fuller, a Min- 
onk artist and a recent graduate from 
the Chicago Academy of Fine Arts in 
Commercial Art and Illustrating, has 
held an exhibit of his drawings and 
paintings in the Public Library. 


Moline. The public library is ex- 
hibiting a collection of water colors 
and oils, the work of Richard Sargent, 
a young Moline artist. Mr. Sargent 
has been studying at the Corcoran Art 
School in Washington and at Prov- 
incetown, Massachusetts. 


Monmouth. The Warren County 
Library has arranged for a series of 
programs to be given in each one of 
the library centers throughout the 
county. The purpose of the programs 
is to stimulate and encourage more 
definite reading habits among the men, 
women and children of the county. 


Mt. Morris. Kobb Bros., publish- 
ers at Mt. Morris, have purchased Mt. 
Morris College. Arrangements are 
being made with the public library to 
move into Old Sandstone, one of the 
buildings, and to take over the college 
collection of books. 


Nauvoo. $30 was added to the 
book fund of the library through a 
market sale. 


Oak Park. The public library is 
preserving in its collection lists of the 
owners of real estate and its valuation 
for taxation, and also lists of personal 
property valuations. These lists have 
been published in pamphlet form. 
They will have historical value in 
years to come. 
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Peoria. Earl Browning, the li- 


brarian, has been very successful in 


organizing a Young Men’s Reading 
Club. Only men under forty are in- 
cluded. In reality, most of the men 
are under 30. Mr. Browning wished 
to interest especially men who had not 
settled down in their reading habits. 
The group meets every Thursday 
evening. While Mr. Browning meets 
with them, the men do most of the 
talking. 

Riverside. Through funds pro- 
vided by the Friends of the Library, 
the library has added an assistant for 
the children’s department for the two 
hours daily during the after school 
rush, and for the same period on 
Saturday. 


St. Charles. The library directors 
have engaged Mrs. Gladys Norton of 
the Open Book Shop, Elgin, to give 
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tea talks on books throughout the win- 
ter. The talks are to be given in the 
Library Hall. 


Staunton. Because of a reduced 
book fund and an increasing demand 
for books, the directors have added 
new books to the library shelves which 
will rent for two cents a day. 


Wheaton. The new children’s 
room of the public library was for- 
mally opened September 16. Mr. M. 
B. Taylor gave a short history of the 
new room and described the picto- 
graphs on the wall. 


Mrs. Rotchford awarded thirty-one 
certificates to the members of the Va- 
cation Reading Club. 

The children from the fourth, fifth 
and sixth grades of the public schools 
are receiving instruction from Mrs. 
Rotchford on how to use the library. 


